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(57) ABSTRACT 
In accordance with the present invention, a transparent 
display, such as an LCD, is provided with back reflec 
tor having a plurality of reflecting facets angularly dis 
placed with respect to the plane of the display cell so as 
to enhance contrast of the display without consumption 
of additional power while reducing glare. Advanta 
geously the reflecting facets are oriented to concentrate 
reflection to a viewer of light above the viewer and 
light coming from over the viewer's shoulder. The 
result of such concentration is a display having backlit 
visual characteristics without the consumption of back 
lighting power. Preferred embodiments are disclosed 
for vertical and horizontal mounting. 
10 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
30 LIGHT SOURCE   
  
  
U.S. Patent July 7, 1992 Sheet 1 of 4 5,128,787 
FIG. 1 
(PRIOR ART) 
NR 30 LIGHT SOURCE 





U.S. Patent July 7, 1992 Sheet 2 of 4 5,128,787 
FIG. 2 
30 LIGHT SOURCE 
31 GLARERAYS 
50 FACETED REFLECTOR 
  
U.S. Patent July 7, 1992 Sheet 3 of 4 5,128,787 


















LCD DISPLAY WITH MULTIFACETED BACK 
REFLECTOR 
TECHNICAL FIELD 
This invention relates generally to transparent dis 
play devices, and more particularly, to a transparent 
display device, such as a liquid crystal display, having a 
multifaceted back reflector to reduce power consump 
tion, increase contrast and reduce glare. By transparent 
display, applicant refers to visual display devices 
wherein either the visual message portion of the display 
or the background portion is transparent or translucent. 
Examples of such displays are liquid crystal displays 
(LCDs) and ferroelectric light valves. The invention is 
particularly useful as a low power display screen for a 
portable computer or portable telephone. 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The combination of microelectronic circuits and low 
power liquid crystal displays has led to a wide variety of 
portable electronic products. These products range 
from electronic watches to hand-held television receiv 
ers and laptop computers. Low power consumption is a 
critical requirement for each of them. 
Despite their considerable utility in conjunction with 
integrated circuits, LCD displays have a number of 
shortcomings. In typical LCD cells the activated por 
tion is darkened, representing a visual message, and the 
unactivated portion is transparent, constituting visual 
background. One shortcoming of LCD displays is the 
relatively low contrast between the activated portion 
and the unactivated portion. One approach to increas 
ing the contrast is to backlight the cell, thereby produc 
ing a sharp visual contrast between the portions of the 
cell darkened by activation and the light shining 
through the transparent regions. Unfortunately, back 
lighting requires power. Even in so complex an elec 
tronic structure as a portable computer, the power used 
in display backlighting is the major drain on the system 
batteries. 
An alternative approach to increasing contrast is to 
provide a reflector on the back of the cell to enhance 
contrast by reflecting light through the transparent 
regions. As in the case of the backlighted cell, the re 
flected light enhances the visual contrast. This ap 
proach also has shortcomings. One difficulty is that 
both the cell and the reflector typically have parallel 
planar surfaces. As a consequence, light reflected from 
the back reflector and glare reflected from the front 
surface of the cell are reflected in the same direction. 
Moreover, the greater the amount of light that is re 
flected from the back reflector, the greater the amount 
of glare reflected from the front surface. A second diffi 
culty is that the cell is usually thicker than a single pixel 
of the display. As a consequence, a shadow of darkened 
pixel cast onto the reflector can be confused with the 
real image. 
Various efforts have been made to texture the back 
reflector so that reflection is essentially isotropic (some 
times referred to as "Lambertion'). But because reflec 
tion is isotropic the light reflected to the viewer is nec 
essarily diminished, and such displays lack the visual 
distinctiveness of a backlit display. Accordingly there is 
a need for a structure to enhance the contrast of an 
LCD display without consuming additional power and 











SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
In accordance with the present invention, a transpar 
ent display, such as an LCD, is provided with back 
reflector having a plurality of reflecting facets angu 
larly displaced with respect to the plane of the display 
cell. The facets are displaced to enhance contrast of the 
display without consumption of additional power and 
to reduce glare. Advantageously the reflecting facets 
are oriented to concentrate reflection to a viewer of 
light above the viewer and light coming from over the 
viewer's shoulder. The result of such concentration is a 
display having backlit visual characteristics without the 
consumption of backlighting power. Preferred embodi 
ments are disclosed for mounting on equipment in verti 
cal and horizontal positions. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
The advantages, nature and various additional fea 
tures of the present invention will appear more fully 
upon consideration of the illustrative embodiments now 
to be described in detail in connection with the accom 
panying drawings. In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a typical transparent 
display having a conventional planar back reflector. 
The diagram is useful in illustrating the problems to 
which applicant's invention is directed. 
FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a transparent display 
having a multifaceted back reflector in accordance with 
the invention. 
FIG. 3 is a schematic cross section of a transparent 
display having a preferred configuration back reflector 
for vertical mounting; and 
FIG. 4 is a schematic cross section of a transparent 
display having a preferred configuration back reflector 
for horizontal mounting. 
It is to be understood that these drawings are for 
purposes of illustrating the concepts of the invention 
and are not to scale. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a prob 
lem commonly encountered with a transparent display 
cell 10 using a conventional planar back reflector 20 to 
enhance contrast. As shown, display cell 10 has a front 
surface 11 substantially parallel to reflector 20. As a 
consequence, light from source 30 is not only reflected 
by reflector 20 but also is reflected by front cell surface 
11 as glare rays 31. Thus a viewer 40 sees not only 
reflected rays 32 from reflector 20 but also glare rays 31 
from surface 11. Since both sets of rays are in the same 
direction, the orientation of the display which maxi 
mizes the reflected rays 32 also maximizes the glare rays 
31. 
FIG. 2 schematically illustrates applicant's solution 
to the problem of increasing contrast while reducing 
glare in a transparent display. FIG. 2 is similar to FIG. 
1 except planar back reflector 20 has been replaced with 
a multifaceted back reflector 50, having a plurality of 
reflecting facets angularly displaced with respect to the 
plane of front cell surface 11. As a consequence of this 
65 
displacement, reflected rays 32 from reflector 50 are 
angularly displaced as compared with glare rays 31 
from surface 11. Thus at appropriate viewing angle, a 
viewer 40 can see the contrast enhancing reflected light 
32 with a reduced level of glare 31. In addition, a fac 
eted reflector of appropriate dimensions has the addi 
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tional advantage that it tends to break up shadows from 
dark pixels. 
In its more general form, the invention is a transpar 
ent display device comprising a transparent display cell 
having front and back sides and a multifaceted back 
reflector disposed adjacent the back side of the cell. The 
back reflector comprises at least three repeated reflect 
ing facets angularly displaced with respect to the front 
side of the cell by respectively different angles. At least 
three facet angles are needed to insure concentration of 10 
light in multiple reflection lobes, and the reflecting 
facets, while they can be randomly distributed, are pref. 
erably repeated in an array having a period of 1 to 50 
mils in order to simulate continuous back lighting and to 
break up pixel shadows. Preferably the facet angles are 
chosen to anticipate likely viewing angles and the prob 
able location of light sources. 
FIG. 3 is a schematic cross section of a transparent 
display having a multifaceted back reflector configured 
for substantially vertical mounting. The display is par 
ticularly useful as the display screen for a portable com 
puter. Specifically, the display comprises a transparent 
display cell 10, such as an LCD cell, having a multifac 
eted back reflector 50 especially designed for viewing 
when the display is oriented in a vertical position. The 
reflector 50 has a periodic repetition of plural facets 
(here four) 50A, 50B, 50C, and 50D, oriented to reflect 
to a viewer, light from a source 30A above the viewer 
and light from a source 30B behind the viewer in a 
normal position for reading. In this particular embodi 
ment, the preferred facet angles, measured by counter 
clockwise rotation with respect to a line A-A" parallel 
to surface 11, are as follows: facet 50A is oriented at an 
angle of 140, facet 50B is oriented at 10, facet 50C, 
157.5 and facet 50D, 45. These angles can be varied 
within a range of E5 and produce a similar visual 
effect. The array of facets in this embodiment prefera 
bly have a period of repetition of about 10 mils. 
Reflector 50 is bonded to cell 10 by transparent ce 
ment 60, such as transparent silicone rubber cement. 
When the cell is in the vertical position, as on a com 






30A substantially horizontally and periodic facets 50C 
will reflect reading light 30B substantially horizontally. 
The results can be a portable computer with substan 
tially reduced power requirements. 
Reflector 50 preferably comprises a body 70 of plastic 
material, such as polymethyl methacrylate (PMM) 
coated with reflecting material 80, such as a gold col 
ored material. The periodic structure of facets can be 
molded or embossed onto thermoplastics such as PMM 
or molded onto thermosetting plastics such as epoxy 
resin. Preferably the mold, in addition to providing the 
periodic structure, is also treated to provide a minor 
degree of matt finish in order to produce diffusion on 
the order of 10% to 20% Lambertion. This minor de 
gree of matt finish prevents the reflection of a sharp 
image of light sources 30A or 30B to the viewer. After 
molding or embossing, the plastic is coated with the 
reflecting material, as by plating with gold, in accor 
dance with techniques well known in the art. 
FIG. 4 is a schematic cross section of a transparent 
display having a preferred configuration back reflector 
for a substantially horizontal mounting. The display is 
particularly useful as the display screen for a portable 
telephone. Specifically, the display comprises a trans 
parent display cell 10 having a multifaceted back reflec 






is oriented in a horizontal position. The reflector 51 has 
a periodic repetition of four facets 51A, 51B, 51C, and 
51D, oriented to reflect to a viewer light above the . 
viewer and light behind the viewer in a normal position 
for reading. Measuring the angles by clockwise rotation 
with respect to a line A-A" parallel to surface 11 drawn 
through their vertices, facet 51A is oriented at an angle 
of 200, facet 51B is oriented at 0,51C at 225 and 51D, 
140°. These angles can be varied within t5 and pro 
duce substantially the same visual effect. 
Reflector 51 can be bonded to cell 10 by transparent 
cement. When the cell is in the horizontal position, as on 
a telephone 90, periodic facets 51A will reflect over 
head light at an angle of about 45' and facets 51C will 
reflect light over the viewer's shoulder at about 45'. 
Advantageously means, in the form of a plurality of 
threaded screws 100, are provided for fine adjustment 
of the facet angles. Tightening the screws pulls the 
plastic reflector against the back surface of cell 10, 
tending to flatten the faceted structure. In this case the 
bonding cement would be omitted. In this way a user 
can adjust the structure to provide optimal contrast at a 
desired viewing angle. Clearly this adjustment mecha 
nism could be used with other back reflector configura 
tions such as, for example, the configuration of FIG. 3. 
Preferred apparatus for making a multifaceted back 
reflector in accordance with the invention comprises a 
pair of metal calender rolls. One of the rolls has a tex 
tured surface patterned to the inverse of the periodic 
structure to be imprinted on the back reflector. By 
pressure between the rolls or a combination of heat and 
pressure, a sheet passing between the rolls has one sur 
face imprinted with the desired periodic facet structure. 
It is to be understood that the above-described en 
bodiments are illustrative of only a few of the many 
possible specific embodiments which can represent ap 
plications of the principles of the invention. Numerous 
and varied other arrangements can be readily devised in 
accordance with these principles by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
I claim: 
1. A transparent display device comprising: 
a transparent LCD display cell having front and back 
sides, 
a multifaceted back reflector disposed adjacent the 
back side of said cell, said back reflector compris 
ing at least three repeated reflecting facets angu 
larly displaced with respect to the front side of said 
cell, said reflecting facets oriented to concentrate 
reflected light in a preselected direction and re 
peated in a periodic array having a period of repeti 
tion in the range from 1 to 50 mils. 
2. A display device according to claim 1 wherein the 
front side of said transparent display cell is planar and 
said periodic array comprises reflecting facets oriented 
so that when display is in a vertical position, said array 
will reflect light above and behind a viewer in a substan 
tially horizontal direction. 
3. A display device according to claim 1 wherein the 
front side of said transparent display cell is planar and 
said periodic array comprises reflecting facets oriented 
so that when display is in a horizontal position, said 
array will reflect light above and behind a viewer at an 
angle of 45°-10'. 
4. A transparent display device comprising: 
a transparent display cell having a back side and a 
planar front side and 
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a multifaceted back reflector disposed adjacent the 
back side of said cell, said back reflector compris 
ing a repeated array of four reflecting facets ori 
ented at respective angles with respect to said front 
side, of 104°-5, 10-5, 157-5 and 45-5. 
5. A transparent display device comprising: 
a transparent display cell having a back side and a 
planar front side, and 
a multifaceted back reflector disposed adjacent the 
back side of said cell, said back reflector compris 
ing a repeated array of four reflecting facets ori 
ented at respective angles with respect to said front 












6. A display device according to claims 1 or 2 or 3 or 
4 or 5 wherein said reflecting facets are textured to 
provide diffusion of 10% to 20% Lambertion. 
7. A display device according to claims 1 or 2 or 3 or 
4 or 5 wherein said reflecting facets comprise gold-col 
ored reflecting layers. 
8. A computer comprising a display device according 
to claims 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5. 
9. A telephone comprising a display device according 
to claims 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5. 
10. A display device according to claims 1 or 2 or 3 or 
4 or 5 further comprising means for adjusting the angles 
of said facets. 
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